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tunately, they exposed themselves to misunderstandings. Again
Paracelsus was in bad company, this time with the nationalistic
movement which also started in this age of confusion.
A new national pride and independence had begun to dis-
solve the unity of medieval Christianity. Nations liberated their
policies, their Church, and their thinking from Rome. Na-
tional sovereigns established well-integrated states wherein a
loyal and patriotic middle class might find opportunity and
satisfaction. The small circle of humanists, in this respect the
last pillar of medieval universalism, proved helpless against the
growing tide of nationalism. The burghers and the common
people had no use for an internationalism restricted to the
"republic of the scholars." The national state, on the contrary,
aligned them with the government against the privileged
minority. In Germany, moreover, capitalism was identified with
the "foreign" (Roman) law. German simplicity was advocated
as against foreign luxuries. German students envied Italian pre-
eminence in culture, and German doctors received lower fees
than foreigners. A nationalistic reaction against the monopoly
of Galen and Avicenna was in order.
Paracelsus, too, was conscious of his German birth. He rec-
ommended home-grown plants as remedies (of course, the
signatures indicated them); and occasionally he burst forth in
resentment against foreign doctors and foreign doctrines. As
a German, Paracelsus desired equality of opportunity with the
favored foreigners.
PATRIOTISM
Love of his country fused with Paracelsus' theory of the
microcosm when he taught that a German patient needs a Ger-
man doctor and home-grown remedies. In one of his dedications,
he explained that each climate brings forth distinct qualities